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Preparing for the Great Political

Battle of Monday Next.

A CLOSE CONTEST EXPECTED.

A Foreshadowing of the Prob¬
able Besnlt.

Haktvoed, March SI, 1S7&
Another real working day remain* for the Connocli-

cut politicians before the battlo is lost and won. With
such a doubtlul, wavering constituency it la not an

aasy matter to determine the exact results In advance.
The loading republicans with whom I have conversed
U Bridgeport, New Haven, Hartford, Merlden and other
places expect tho defeat of Xngersoll by the popular
vet* and the consequent handing over of the choice to
tbo Legislature. II this Is the result of Monday's con¬

test then the republicans think they have a chance of
controlling sufficient votes on joint ballot of Senate
and House of Representatives to elect tbeir candidate
lor United States Senator. The Legislature is, conse¬

quently,'the pivot around which all effort* of
Connecticut statesmen Is centred. They do
not care so much for the Governorship.
Mr. English wants to stay In Wash¬
ington for the unexpired term of Kerry, to which ho
was appointed, ending 1879, und General Hawley, or

tome other republican statesman, would have no hesi¬
tation in putting on tbo Sonatorial shoes of tho present
Incumbent if he is compelled to "step down and out."

TUB FIGHT I* TBS Towns.

Representatives to the Legislature of Connecticut are

elected by towns and not by districts, as in the State
of New York. On uext Monday 246 of these repre¬
sentatives will be chosen. Last year there were only
245, but an increase of ono has been mado in Thomas-
town. There are 100 towns In the whole State, seventy
of which are conceded as very closei In tho latter lo-
call lies the entire wire-pulling strength of both partlos
is ooncentrated. Half a dozen votes in a town whore
democratic and republican candidates run almost neck
and neck might alter the entire complexion ol tho light.

TWO YEARS' STATISTICS.

The republicans gained ground m the last contest, as

tho following figures will show:.
1.B01SLATCBK OF 1874.

Senators. House of Representatives.
Democrats 17 Democrats140
Republicans 4 Republicans 97

. Independents. 4
Democratic majority. 13 . j

Total 241
The independents have generally voted with demo¬

crats, so that the majority In 1874 was 39, and on Joint
ballot, 62.
In the Legislature of 1875 tho figures stood as fol¬

lows:.
Senate. House of Representatives. '

Democrats 16 Democrats. 138
Republicans 6 Republicans 105

. Independents. 4
Democratic majority. 9

Total .245
Democratic majority 27
Majority on Joint ballot 38

Thus it will be soen that the democratic majority in
the last Legislature has been cut down from the pre¬
vious year by sixtocn votes.

WflEKB THK COSTKST 0EXTRE8.
The doubtful and cloao towns upon wbloh neither

party can have any positive calculation are understood
to be as follows, arranging them by Senate districts:.
First.New Britain, Rocky Hill, N'ewtngton.
Second.Kast Hartford, East Windsor, Manchester,

Marlborough, South Windsor.
Third.Avon, Earminglon, Granby, Sunsbury,Windsor.
Fourth.Now Haven.
Fifth.Beacon Kails, Derby, Orange, Oxford, Sey¬

mour, Soutbbury, Wolcott.
Sixth.Chesbirc, North Brsnford, North Haven,Prospect.
Seventh.All tbo towns in this district.
Eighth.Franklin, Grlswold, Lisbon, Spragu*.
Hinth.All tbe towns of this district, with the ea>

(option of Lebanon.
Eleventh - Ridgetield.
Twelfth.Stum ford.
Thirteenth.All the towns, with the exception of Can¬

terbury.
Fourteenth.Asbford, Eastford.
Fifteenth.Harwiutou, New Hartford.
Sixteenth.Watertown.
Seventeenth.Norfolk.
Eighteenth.Cromwell, Chatham, Durham.
nineteenth.East Haddam, Old Saybrook.
Twentieth.All tlio towns, except Wilmington.
Twenty-first.Ail except Mansfield.
This canvass of tbe different towns of Connecticut

has been mado lrom a democratic standpoint. That
party claims to be certain ol tbe balance of tbe towns
hot mentioned, but by no means concedes tbe victory
In the other localities to republicans. They wish
those put down as simply doubtfUL

RADICAL CHANGES IK KLBCTIKO OFFICIALS.
The amendments recently passed to the constitution

of Connecticut make many radical changes in the
future selection of Stale officers. This is tho last year
that we are to have a spring election; and the officers
going into power on the 1st ol May next will only bold
over for eight months. Afterward all elections will
be held in November. Tho Govenor and Senate
must bo cboscu lor two years, and the ltop-
rcscntatives in tho House tor one year. Onc-
hair of tho Senate, however, will bo elected an¬
nually, the odd districts one year and the oven
districts the noxt, Tho former, therefore, on the
start can serve only for one year; but afterward tho
terms of the twenty-one Seaators will be of equal dura¬
tion. This adds considerably to tho already compli¬
cated machinery ol Connecticut politics. Tno lower
House is entirely too largo, but tho old constitution
ot W18 provides lor tue choice of repre-entatlves by
towns, and those small corporations cannot be induced
to give up thoir valued privilcgo of special representa¬
tion. It is somewhat cxtraordiuary to witness Con¬
necticut, with a population of ubout 600,000. Bonding
M6 State representatives to make laws for her wellnre
or otherwise, as the case may bo, while Now
York, with between d.OJO.OOO and 8,000.000, can only
.Ooyd to support lk8 Assemblymen and thirty-two
Senators, ti official boncstr is to be protected by large
representative bodies, then Connecticut must be
awarded the palm in that laudable undertaking. An
amendment to the State constitution must bo passed
upon here by the Legislature in aaimliar manner as
In New York before it can go before (he people for
ratification. The old farmcra of Connecticut like tho
dignity of sitting in the Slate Capitol, and they are not
yet ready to surrender the privilege.

TACTICB or THE TEMPERANCE MEN.
The operations of the temperance element have

Broved most injurious to republican interests In this
tale. The lauer assert that thu Legislature w.ould

positively have been won last year had it not been for
the vote cam tor temperance candidates in some of the
districts. Those districts are nearly a tie. Temper¬
ance men aro almost exclusively recruited from repub¬
lican racks, thereby depleting the strength of that or¬

ganization. A close vote between a democratic and
republican candidate lor the Legislature where n tem¬
perance man is in tbeiicld, tbcrulord, naturally results
In republican defeat. Thus the combination works, and
fanaticism is made to do (he dirty work ot political
intrigue. Those teui(>ertnce men must certainly
be aware that they have no earthly chance of electing
their ticket. The vote of last year only reached
for Mr. Smith, their candidate lor Governor. Komo
respectable men are undoubtedly connected with thu
movement, but a Now York city politician would be
Induced to look upon such an organization as a
"strike".in lact, a palpable hit. If the organization
Was cod lined to nominating a State ticket alono this
charge might not be so susceptible ol proof,
but candidates are put up in Hcverai ol
the districts for Senators aud Keprcscuuttircs.
The Se«ond, Fourth, Sixth, Seventh, Twelfth, Ninth,
Fifteenth and Sixteenth districts bare thus far been
beard iroin In this connection. Some of tho zealous
temperance men aro understood to be yery wise tactl-
tians. Tbey do not nominate their candidates some¬
times until the very night before election. They hold
back nntil the smoke of batllo begins actually to
ascend. Then they rush in a candidate who will draw
.IT a lew republican voles and thus give the batllo tq
tho democrats. This is playing Judas under a new
form. Hut the game has its results, and the demo-
ernts do not lose sight of the player*.

THE MONEY UCnrriON.
It Is marvellous with wbnt pertinacity the repub¬

lican leaders here stick to tho siory tint thnv have no
money to cxpeud in conducting the campaign. They
go so iar ns to say thu'l ttiey cannot get enough ca«h to

pay actual routine expenses. "This is singular," 1
remarked to one ol Uio-e high toned gentlemen at the
Aliyu House, tu llarilord, to day. "Surely Connecti¬
cut, having having secured a Postmaster Gentralxhip
It! (ho person ol Mr. Jewell, ought not to bo behind¬
hand In tho smews of war." "Well, sir.
It is true," he emphatically remarked, "circulars
have been sent to ledcrul office-holder* soliciting dona¬
tions, but very lew ol them have responded. I am
willing to have a committee examine my Imnk ac¬
count, after this canvass is over, to substantiate theso
statements. I have no doubt Mr. Kngi'sli will put out
a considerable nugunt; so it Is reported. When he
ran lor Governor It# looted the bill pretty heavily.
The United Slates Sctiulorofclp is his will-o'-the-wisp,
and be is bouud to win."
A leading democratic polltican, although not posi¬

tively denying tbe insinuation that Mr. Kngllsh had
hi his hand down deep In his brocchea pocket,
¦routed the Idea that tho republican party was en
llrely idle in this connection. "There was too much
racket made about ibu expenditures id New Hamp-
dure." he saM. "The republicans of tbla State are

. little more wart- No money has been spent In
bonfires, ratification meetings and high laluuon
speeches When lite boys got a $1,000 In New
Hampshire they bad to fire off a gun and call all the
people around to rejoice with them. Here, in Connec¬
ticut, the greenbacks are circulated in the cloee towns
whare they will do most good." There is, no doubt,
a good deal of truth la the statements of my eloquent
democratic friend.

CAl'SSfi OP ATATSr.TBS rSESlDEXTUL SLBCTIO*.
Valid reasons are given by democrats and republi¬

cans alike for an apparent apathy pervading the present
canvass. One of tne main causes is said to be the
abort term for which the next officials will be chosen.
eight months.and tn six months more we are to have
a ucw election. The republicans of Connecticut have
never yet missed fire on e Presidential contest. If
beaten this tltae, they Intend to present the same ticket
at the November contest. They aeud twelve delegates
to the Cincinnati Convention and have six electoral
votes In the final determination of the Presidential
Issue. Their delegation is unpledged, and on national
questions the psrty in the State always comes together
as one harmonious whola A much larger vote than
on Monday. It Is also claimed, will be east in Novem¬
ber. A falling off generally affocia the republican
ticket seriously.

ixnsrsxnsxT legislatoss.
Each year thero are nominated and elected four or

live representatives in the house who dub thomselves
"independents." As I sutod before, those gentlemen
have hitherto generally acted with the democrats on

party measures But those bushwhackers outside of
political organizations can become a dangerous element
in a State like Connecticut. If tbo choice of Governor
and United States Senator is thrown npon the Legisla¬
ture, and that body la so close that two or three votes
may turn the scalo one way or the other, then the "In¬
dependents," If any, who obtain teats at the next olco-
tion may have the whole situation In their own hands
They are bound by no party ties, governed by no cau¬
cus dictation, watched by no Argus-eyed partisans
They can voto for whom they please. Ingersoll
or Robinson, English or Jewell. With all
the other peculiarities which direct the Stale govern¬
ment of Connecticut; this Is a contingency which
might arise at the election ot Monday. Such a state of
allalrs might result in a lively canvass ou the assem¬
bling of the new Leglalaturo, but the "bones" would
bo divided only betwecu a few "independent" states
men. In somo cases, however, these "independent"
candidates who may not run a "stump" aro Induced
to plodgc themselves on Governor anu United Stales
Senator in return for support from one side or tho
other.

TlIK TWO LEAPING CANDIDATES FOB GOVERNOR.
Mr. Henry C. Robinson, who Is the republican nom¬

inee for Governor is a man of extensive reputation
through tho Stale. He is a lawyer by profession,
forty-three years ot age, and resides in this town. In
185<> ho graduated at Yale College. Tho class of that
year Is somewhat noted for distinguished men who
havo made a noise tn iho world siuco crossing for tho
Inst tlmo the threshold of Yale. Por years Mr.
Robinson has devoiod himself almost exclu¬
sively to a successful practice of the
law in bis native Stato. Ho is described as an eloquent
advocate and a sound lawyer. He has always acted
with tlio ropablicau party since It came into existence.
In 1872 he was elocled Mayor of Hartford by a hand¬
some majority. This was considered quite u compli¬
ment. as Hartford is a democratic city. Such a prece¬
dent leads the republicans to hopo that Mr. Robinson
will receive a number ot democratic rotes at tne elec¬
tion on Monday next
Governor Charles It. Ingersoll, the damocratic stan¬

dard benrer and candidate for re-election is now about
fifty-four years ol age. He belongs to the "old blood"
ot thu Nutmeg Statu. His father, Ralph T. Ingersoll,
was American Minister to Russia under the Van Huren
administration. Governor Ingersoll is widely known as
a gentleman ol high educational culture. His character
lor integrity and political consistency is also recog¬
nized by all classes. He was born in New Haven,
where he at present resides. If elected Governor ou
Monday he wiU, on the 1st of January next, havo
rervod tour terms. The democrats speak enthusiasti¬
cally of tho character of their candidate They say
that In all his campaigns the majorities rolled up for
him have been much larger than were prophesied
Last year the democrats ol Uartlord, just previous to
election, set down his majority in their locality at
about 050, but the figures on election day brought It up
to 1,100. A number of republicans voted for him in
prelerence to hlB opponent, Green, who was at the
time so fully identified with the third term doctrine,
and also a blatant supporter of the administration dur¬
ing the Louisiana trouble of the period

TDK UNITED STATES SKNATOBSBIP.
Nobody on the democrutlc side seems to contest the

riRhts ol Mr. ngllsb to election as United States Sena¬
tor, in case the Legislature is controlled by that party.
This gentleman Is rated at £2,000,000: so tnis wholo-
so.ne fact may have a good deal to ao with keeping
bac* obtrusive outsiders who might want tho place.
Then "pc-session is nine-tenths of tho law;" so the
prosent Senator has a clear field. If the republicans
win, report says General Jewell would not object to tho
honor. Tbo only additional candidate 1 have licurd
mentioned on tho same side of the house is General
Uawlej, but tho modesty of that gentleman would
doubtless Induce him to retire In favor of the head ot
the Post Office Department.

CLOSING Till RANKS.
Several representatives remsin to be yet nominated

througnont tho Slate, notwithstanding the tact that
only ono week-day remains until the election is upon
us. The whole State ticket, however, will be com¬
pleted by to-rporrow (Saturday) night. Sunday Is a
very blue anniversary in Connecticut, and tn'many
quarters a man lound reading a newspaper or sitting
contemplatively over a class of lager is looked upon as
a fiend la human shape. The politicians will, there¬
fore, be compelled to keep as mute as mico, fearing to
offend this sentiment. They must put on a semblance
of Puritanical piety lor the occasion, but everybody
knows they have it not.
To-morrow night the principal fhrewoll rallies will be

h Jid here and in New Haven. The republicans hold a
meeting at Ally n Hall, Harllord, which will be addressed
by their candidate for Governor. Mr. Robinson; Gen¬
eral Hawley and others. The democrats assemble at
Hume Hall, New Haven, where the ponderous Lieu-
tenant Governor Dorshelmer will launch forth asainst
the corruption ol the parly with which he was until
recently identified.

THE PRESIDENTIAL CANVASS.

WHAT A BLAINE MAN THINKS.
To ru Editor or thb IIkrald:.
The gonoral drift of public icntlmoDt la that the

Empire State should name the President, and that
democratic and republican candidates alike should
come from New York..Naw York Hkhald.
Why Hkrald, you're more cheek than an "army

mulo!" The "general drift of public setlment" in

your office may be as you slate abore, but to gravely
make such a misstatement subjoots you to ono of two
criticisms.either that you don't know what you are

talking about, or that you don't care what yon say. "Go
West! young man, go Wost!" and see what tho "gen¬
eral drift of public scntimont" la You can't win the
fight with this State .ilono, and you must have help,
even If it be true, as you so modestly mentlen, that
"a citizen of the Empiro Stato would do inuch more for
tho country than one from a narrower and less enlight¬
ened section." "How we apples swim!" That tho
leading Journal of the city of Fisk, Gould, Vnnderbllt,
Tweed, Drew, Morrissey et id omn* genu$ should have
tho wonderful Impudence to speak ot tho rest ot the
country as a "narrower and less enlightened section"
is not strange, but that suoti a leading journal should
expect to obiain and retain political Influence by such
shameless mendacity is past belief Pluck tbe beam
out of t >ur own care and tben do tho decent thing
with tha motes that aro troubling your neighbors.
Every schoolboy In tho country knows that your city
and State governments are good models to avoid, and
yet yon lalk of "narrow ana less enlightened sec¬
tions." Why, even Indiana, the unlortunate land of
Morton and Hendricks, can put to the lore a better
man than any of your centennial candidates. Including
your favorite l'outer Pigeon.I mean General Benjamin
Harrison, a soldier, a scholar, a proud and honest man.
Ohio, Illinois, Massachusetts, In tact almost every
State In the t'nion, can put forward a man who "will
be too proud and too brave to lie," and as that Is your
principal recommendation for Mr. Conkling, honors
ought to be ensr.
Hut bold on. I see yon explain It sll In tho follow¬

ing sentence:."Therelore, If our democratic sod re-
publican friends will only remember what they owe to
New York, and that wo have claims which should not
be forgotten or overlooked, there is no reason why tho
canvass should not be so directed that whichever party
wins tho Empire Stato will have imperial reeogultiou."
But why didn't you Say what you meant, and not dodgn
the question f Suppose you had said, if either party
takes its csr.didale from New York that candidate will
be beaten; tbcrofore, In order to gtvo the Empire
.State "Imperial recognition" (does that mean a repub-
lican President Y) it will be essential that both candi¬
dates be from this State. In other words, let ns give
the |ieople the Merest thing to "Hobson'a choice" that
we can get up, and we will eloct our man -v. «. one of
two men. 01 course you will not publish this, but
being from one ol tbe "narrower and less enlightened
sections," it will do mo some good to send it to you.
Yours, coBtracledly, ALBERT MORRIS.

ANTI-TAMMANY.

MEETING OF THK GENERAL COMMITTEE.IM¬
MIGRATION AND ItEriiBSENTATION QUESTIONS
ACTED UPON.
A meeting of the anti Tammany Democratic Gen¬

eral Committeo was held last evening In Irving Hall.
Ira KhafTor was In tbe chair and John D. Coughlin,
Clerk of the Marine Court, aetod as secretary. Thomas
J. Creamer presented tbe report of the Committee on
Contested Seats of the Fifth, Eighth, Ninth and
Fifteenth districts. As the contests bad been auiieably
adjusted tho report was unanimously adopted.
The Committee on Permanent Organisation reported

the names of Ira Snaffcr for President; vice presi.
dents, Rufus F. Andrews, Robert B. Roosevelt, Andrew
Blakeslce, R. Mclaughlin, Colonel Max Friedman,
Michael DufT, F. K. Ranscom and James t'allery; secre¬

taries, John D. Coughlin, M. Hcaly, A. Sanger aud M.
C. Dunbamn; treasurer, D. McMnhon; sergeant-al¬
arms, Patrick Welsh. Tho report waa accepted and
unanimously adopted.

Mr. James D. MuClellan presented a rerolntion "that
the chairmen of tho four standing committees be con¬
stituted members of the Executive Committee."
Adopted. Mr. Hufus T. Andrews presented resolutions
expressing the regret of tho organization at
the news of the dealb of Jud^e Aiexaaoer
Npauldmg. These were carrlod, and copies were
ordered to ho transmitted to the family of the
deceased. Mr. C. W. Brooke offered resolutions,

which were adopted, calling upon the Democratic Con¬
vention, to meet at t'lica on the 'itfth Inat., to admit
delegate* from any and all democratic organization*
throughout the State, Irrespective of "Hall" denom¬
ination*. Mr. Emanuel B. Hart offered reaolutiona to
the lame effect and they were received and adopted
.mid great applause.

Mr. K. J. Andrew* oflered a resolution, which woa

adopted, asking the State Central Democratic Commit¬
tee, to consider aa nugatory and void, the action of the
last State Convention In declaring Tammany Hall to be
the representative body of the party in this city.
The following was presented and adopted:.

'F1" th* decision of the Supreme Court
of the I nited States declaring the collection of
head tnouey under the existing laws of the State
"! , J.or* ,0

.
he uuconstltutlonel will hare

the Immediate and disastrous eflrgt of destroying
toe existing system, which uuder State authority aunuslly
prate its froIn imposition, provides for them In
sickness and destitution, snd aids in tha procurement of
employment for thousands of Immigrant* from the
countries of Korope. Consideretions of humanity and
public health imperatieely demand prompt, efficient aud
wise legislation, and we earnestly ask the immediate adop¬
tion of such laws, by Congress, as may subserve the well
being of the immigrant and effectually protect the interest
of the State and city.
The Convention then adjourned.

POLITICAL NOTES.

The Savannah free /Yes* sees It stated that Harachel
V. Johnson will accopt the nomination lor Governor
of tho State of Georgia, and hopes It will be tondored
him.
The Maryland Gaiette (Annapolis, the capital of the

State, republican), hoists the name of James O. Blnlne,
tor President, and seema to mean business.

Billings la not willing. Frederick (of that name)
persistently declinos being considered a candidate of
the republicans lor the nomination for Governor of
Vermont
"And Tilden also I" exclaims tho St Paul (Minn.)

JV/necr JVcsj (rep.), referring to the Iconoclast being
abroad among the idols of the democracy.
The Rutland (Vt) Globe (rep.) believes "that tho

people of Vermont are, and for somo timo have bcon,
heartily siclc of n class of so-called loaders who would
whisper ono thing but woro afraid to opouiyaud pub¬
licly express thoir honest convictions because they
might, by so doing, bo unable to float with tho tide.
t\e believe that the poople of Vermont have had
enough of soli-seokers and professional politicians, and
were ready, this ccntonnlal year, to nominate and elect
a Governor whose bands are unstalnod with the vul¬
garity und trickory of current politics, who has no in¬
clination for public oflico and who has tho manliness
and courage to avow his houost convictions without
stopping to Inquire or seeking to know whether the
masses coincided with bis viows or their expression
would make or mar his political fortunes. Such a man

was and is Frederick BiUings. As such we heartily
advocated his nomination."
Conundrums Irom the Jackson (Miss.) Clarton

(dem.):."Is tho republican party responsible for the
misdeeds of the men It has put in office ?"
The Topeka (Kansas) Commonwealth copies the re

mark of the Ellsworth Reporter, to the effect that
the question ol who shall be Governor has narrowed
down to Cobb, Gutlirle and Halderman.
"Adams and Kvurts" is the Presidential ticket of a

Western paper. But don't it sound a good depl like
''Adam and Evet" Sing

Ob, doar, I grieve, I grieve,
For tha good old davs of Adam and of Eve.

The Springfield (I1L> Register (dem.) talks about tho
"good old republican party." "Old" Is good. But wo
rather guess a majority of the Amorican peoplo regard
It at this timo as only about .' 'aif and 'air" at beat.
Tho New Hampshire Democratic State Committee

hare Issued an address to the democracy ip which tho
late republican victory ia described as "a fraudulent, n

purchased ono and in no sense represents the honest
sentiment of the Stato." They hope for better things
in November.
Fontaine Fox Bobbett, the "Cicero of the Moun-

tains," writes to the voters of tho Kentucky Seventh
Congressional district as follows:."1 have always re¬

garded It as a more question of timo whon I should go
to Congress and am not particularly anxious to go just
now, but the will of the people is u law to which 1 im¬
plicitly bow, and If the people say now I rc-echo now."
A New York paper objocts to tho expense ol the Sen¬

ate Investigation ol the "Alabama Senator." Very
well, turn him oat and we'll all chorus."Damn the
ex-Spencer '.".Mobile Register.

HELL GATE'S OBSTRUCTIONS
It now seoms probable that the obstruotlona to tho

flroe navigation of Hell Gate will not be removed by a

great explosion on the Fourth of July as they were in-
tended to be. There l« a great amount of work yet to
be accomplished, and the balanco at the old appropria¬
tion la not sufficient to warrant the employment of n
sufficient number of men to completo tho work by In¬
dependence Day. The whole torco now engaged on the
excavations does not exceed 140, including clerks and
others not employed in tho actual duties ol miuiux
Tho men who ore employed at the excavations are keot
busily engaged, so far as what remain* ol the appro¬
priation will allow, and tho aides of the dividing walls
and portions of the roor are being drilled for the re¬
ception ol tbe explosive material.

Excavations were somo time ago commenced at
flood llock, one of tbe most dangerous of tno Hell
Gale obstructions. At present a tunnel flftv-Ove fcet
long, projecting under tho bed ol the Eaat River has
been finished, and other tunnels are being planned.

TRICKS UPON TAILORS.

Inspector McDcrmoti caused the arrest yesterday of
two young men who for some time past, It is alleged,
havo been enriching themselves by means of a neat
trick at the expense of sundry unsuspecting tailors.

| Their method of working is given as follows:.One
would enter a tailor shop under protest of getting a
suit of clothes made, and while examining tho material
the second would come in and request the tailor to sew
a couple of buttons on his coat While the tailor was
thus engaged the first would slip a roll of
cloth under bis overcoat, and under the pretext
or going to get aclg.ir leave tlie store. The robbery
would, of course, not be noticed until alter the buttons
had been sewed ou, by which tiruo the thief was out of
sight. The nsmes ol the prisoners are John W. Meyers
and John Williamson. They sro both ol genteol appear-
anco and good address. Tlioy woro raptured In
the store of Hermau Abellng, No. 80 (ireenwich avo
nue, whore tliey were practising the trick. Tho police
have been on their track lor tho past tlireo weeks, but
It was not until yesterday that they were caught In
the act.

A SUSPICIOUS DEATH.

John Crowley, blacksmith, of No. 107 John street,
Brooklyn, went to the Second precinct station honse
yesterday and In rather a quiet way stated that a woman
living In the same house with him was dead, and that
some one should bo sent there. Crowley wont away,
and an officer was seat to learn all the lacta connected
with tho woman's death. Ho soon returned with the
internist ion that Crowley had told the truth, but that
the dead woman was his own wife. Uilicers being sent
to arrest Crowley found him easily. When asked why
he did not ttalc tiiat the dead woman was bis wife, bo
said that he '.did not think to do so, and thai It didn't
mako no difference anrliow. " When asked If he liad
not til treated her, he replied that he had one* "Didn't
you kuock her downf'aeked the Sergeant. "No, sir.
I did not. ljisl Saturday she had been drinking, and i
merely shoved her down," replied Crowley, lie was
held to await the action ol the Coroner.

FIRES YESTERDAY.
At thirty-five minutes put one yesterday morning e

fire broke out in tbo basement of the five story brown
¦tone tenement house No. 700 Seventh avenue. The
engines were soon on the spot, but the flames rapidly
ginned headway, and lor a whllo It accmod u If
thcro would be a large conflagration. The fire was,
however, got under control within ¦ re smable time
and soon niter extinguished. Tho basement was oc¬

cupied a* a grocery storo by John F. Prank, whose
stock was damaged to the extent of $2,.MO. The re¬
maining floors wore occupied by poor families. They
¦II succeeded in getting out of the buriiitr: house be¬
fore the fluruo* wero under way, consequently no per¬
son was injured. The damage to the building is rstl-
mateu at $1(1,000, which is covered by Insurance. The
cause ol the fire is unkuown.

Karlv yesterday morning an alarm of fire was sound¬
ed flrom No. 118 West iifith street, occupied as a dwel-
l.ng house by A. I- Jones. The flames were extin¬
guished st s loss of $300. Insured.
A fire In the bedroom in the third floor of the four

story brick dwelling No. 264 West 26th street, occupied
by lie>ne Darling, caused s damage ol $2 id. he urn
was caused by a lighted caudlo coming in contact with
the window curtains.
A fire occurred at half-past two o'clock, P. M. on the

fifth floor of tho five story marble building No. 25
White street, occupied hy Schaiman Bros., wholesale
clothiers. Damage $10o. Cause unknown.

INVESTIGATING A EIRE.

Further Investigatiyn was made yesterday by Fire
Marshal Ready into the alleged incendiary fi'c at Bay
Ridgo, which occurred last Monday morning. Mr.
Fusdicker'a gardener testified ths^ the coachman,
Wendt, was not drunk until after the flro had occurred,sad that Wendt bad told him shout his finding part of
a burned candle in the pocket or a coat belonging t<»
Mr. * undicker, and that ho had told htm also that

?*r"*** °*"ar where ibe furnace was
located. Tho case seems to be a vefy Intricate one,and some time will, ss doubt, be spent in further in-
res ligation

1 BISTOGICAL KCHBI
Where the Declaration of Indepen¬

dence Was Really Written.

MUSTY ARCHIVES EXPLORED.

Devout Patriot! Worshipping it tho Wrong
Shrine for Fifty Tears.

JEFFERSON'S LODGING.

Philadelphia, March SO, 1870.
Among tho many places of historic Interest or which

the Octennial City Is proud thero are two especially
cherished by her good and patriotic citizens. Ono ts
old Independence Hall, whenco the Declaration of In¬
dependence was llrsl' proclaimed; the other is the
room in which ThomaB Jefferson lived, where tho
Committee of the Colonial Congress on tho Declaration
mot, and where the immortal document was written.
For very many years tho old brick building at the
corner of Seventh and Market streets has bean pointed
out lor tho patriot's veneration as the place

wiihkk jirrsBsox dhavtbd tub dkclabatiox.
Tho building Is on tho southwest corner of Seventh

and Market streets, now In the heart of the business
portion of tho city. It is known as No. 700 Mnrkot
street. It fronts on Markot street about 16J£ feet
and seems to bo about 55 feel deep on .Soventh street.
It Is built of brick, in tho old fashioned substantial
manner, is now four stories In hoight (although It was
originally only three), with small, quaint window
frames and massive sashes, and with a high pcakea
roof and dormer windows. Tho street floor on tho
Markot street front is a trunk store and tho rest of the
building is rented to various business bouses.
This is tho place shown to tho sightseor as the

"houso of a Mr. Graaf," where, as Jefferson himself
says, "I rented the second floor, consisting of a parlor
and bedroom, ready furnished," In which "parlor I
wroto habitually, and In It wrote this paper (the Decla¬
ration) particularly." This second floor Is now used
for tho workshop and offices of a Arm of lithographers,
who kindly exhibit it to the curious free of charge.
Plucards on tho street front ovor tho second floor
windows inform the posscr-by that It was hore the
Declaration of Independence was written by Thomas
Jefferson. A largo sign, bearing a portrait of Benjamin
Franklin seated at a desk perusing a book, occupied
for a long time the space between tho fourth floor win¬
dows of the Market street front, with an accompanying
inscription designating tho building as "the birth-place
of liberty."

HUBIXK8S VS. BBXTIXKST.
The appearance of tho hlstorio rooms has undergone

many changes since tho days of the great Virginian.
The old partition dividing the floor into two rooms

has beon removed and a number of rudo frame screens

erected, breaking up the floor into several very small
apartments, and the curious visitor finds It hard to
reconcile the identity of the bustling litbographlo
workshop of to-day with the quiet, simple, "furnished
lodgings" of Thomas Jefferson a hundred years ago.
For flfty yoars this place has been describod and Il¬

lustrated in guide books, mcnttonod in historical an¬

nals and been tho Mecca toward wbloh '.he feet of rev¬

erent patriots havo turned when visiting this old city.
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania and other emi¬
nent antiquarians havo indorsed the place, and the an¬

cient structure has been accordingly venerated as a

sacred relic. It has stood second only to Independonee
Hall Itself In historic interoat.

AX ICONOCLASTIC DISCOVERT.
But a startling discovery has been made. It now ap¬

pears that we havo nil been worshipping at the wrong
shrtoe. A gentleman who has been searching Into old
records has como upon a revelation which will agitate
Philadelphia from centre to circumference. The result
of his eventful search ho hns communicated to the
editor of rotter's Anurican Monthly, a historical maga-
zine published in this city, and the article printed be¬
low Is from advance aboets of that publication. The
careful antiquarian editor the magazine has been
thorougbl} satisfied that thi illding in which Jeffer¬
son took "quiet lodgings for a slnglo gentleman" was

not No. 700 Market street, but No. 702, next door, It
being proved that tho present cornor building
bad not been erected In 1770. This building
(No. 702) Is occupied as a clothing shop, and,
like the one In the corner, is owned by Elltnger A
Tuck. It Is about tho same size as the other building,
being about ono foot narrower In frontage. The sec-

oud floor of this building, where It appears beyond a
doubt that Jefferson really did Uvo, is now one room,
oiled witn in roe long tables, on wnicn piles or mon'i
clothing are placed. There are small windows, front
and rear, glazed with diminutive panes of glass, which
majr be tho same through which Jefferson looked a hun¬
dred years ago. The wails, now neatly papered and
painted, show what seem to bo faint traces of tho parti¬
tion which once was there dividing the space into the
two rooms used by JefTerson; and in tho old flooring are
tho unmistakable marks of tho spot wbcro the opening
for tho old atalrcaso at the side Is known to have been.
The ceiling Is low, and in spite of bright paint the
room was almost as cheerless as an anchorite's cell, on
the dull, rainy day upon which I visited it. The propri¬
etors of tho clothing store did not seem overwhelmed
with awe at the eventful discovery which had been
made, but were as composedly assisting a slovenly
looking and reluctant negro to pick out a "nisbe goat"
as though they did not tread upon hallowed ground.
The settlement of a historical question of especial
value in this centennial year did not seem to agitate
them much, even thongh it shows their shop to be
"the original Jacobs" and the one next door a bogus
concern.

thb rcjrwr part or IT.
There is a ludicrous side to this really most impor¬

tant historical "find." The idea of ninety historians
and nosing antiquarians and the "blno-blooded"
Quaker City aristocrats, whoso great boast is their
descent Irom the Revolutionary fathers.the idea of
those dignified gentlemen braving the odors of the
basemout eating saloon whero tho vulgar hash Is per¬
petrated, and mounting crazy old steps to worship at
the shrine oi Jefferson, when for Ally years they havo
boon in the wrong shop One ran Imagine the picture
of Jefferson on tho wall as winking its venerable eye
and thrusting Us tongue Into Its ancient cheek in en¬

joyment of the joke. It is sr grimly comical na Mark
Twain weeping over the grave of his relative, Adam.
The article to bo published In tho American Monthly

Is as follows:.
WliKUK THK DECLARATION OF INDXTSNDKNCI

WA8 WISITTKN.

[From Holler's American Monthly for May.]
Thoro In no question connected with tho history of

the Declaration of Indepondonco which lots elicited
more Interesting discussion ilian that of where it was
written. The question has ever been one of no little
Importance Inllie estimation of American antiquarians
and exact historic scholars; but just at this jubilee
time, whou the heart of every true American boats
with accelerated ardor and glows with patriotic en¬
thusiasm In the rontomplatlon of each memorial of the
events of 100 years ago, and when the mind of every
true Amorlean Is specially intent on the ascertaining
of (acts connected w ith his country's earlier history,
at this lime the question assumes Importance In the
estimation even or those hitherto ludiflereut to such
questions.
The heat paper perhaps over written In connec¬

tion with this discussion was Irom the accurate,but grnrefnl. pon of Miss Agnes Y. McAllister,and appeared ln tho Amrrican Mtnthly for March,1875, at page 2£X Tho writer cloarly demonstrated
that tho house wherein Thomas Jefferson "rented tho
second floor, consisting of narlor ami bedroom, readyfurnished." was "the hou»o or a Mr. (iraui, anew
brick houso three stories high".so much beyondquestion irom written proofs in Mr. Jefferson's posses¬
sion; and that, according to his recollection, "Graaf
was a young man, son of a German, and then newlymarried;" that "he was a bricklayer, and that Ins
house was ou the south sido ol Market street, probablybetween .Seventh onu Kigluh." From Jeflurtou'a
"idee that it wi- a corner house." Nicholas Blddm. in
April, 1827, declared "that lmu.-o is now a warehouse
In the centre of Philadelphia, standing at
the southwest corner of Marxet and Seventh
streets;" twenty-eight years later John McAllister,Jr., reaffirmed Mr. Riddle's opinion; and bis
daughter, in the admirable article referred to,naturally accepts the same, declaring "The Declaration
was written in the house, still standing, at the south¬
west corner of Seventh and Market streets." Ana this
declaration has been received by critics generally us a
final determination ol tbo question; nnd, so far na we
aro aware, no one baa disputed Mint conclusion until a
few days since Mr. (i. s. it. Richards called upon ns
and submitted lt( our sxxxninAlioa

of a search among the toman of th* Recorder of Deeds'
office which ha thought afforded

nmarcTAOUl moor*
that "the bouaa, still standing, at the southwest cor¬
ner of .Seventh and Market streets," could not hare
beeu the oue la which the Declaration waa written.
Wo hare since carefully tee ted Mr. Hlcharda' proofs,
thoroughly examining the official recorda and critically
analyzing the aoveral deeds on record in connection
with the corner houae and lot and the adjoining house
and lot on Market street, and have no hesitation in em¬
phatically asserting that lh" Declaration of Indepen¬dence was not written in the houae on the southwest
corner of Seventh and Market streets- that the said
house was not erected until some time alter the 24th of
July, 1777, and aflor the property had been sold by Mr.
Croat
We arc free to acknowledge that we had hitherto ac¬

cepted the corner house theory, partly in delcrcnce to
the acknowledged judgment nod intelligence of Its ad¬
vocates, hut chiefly because wo knew no belter theory
to advance which 80 nearly corresponded with the
peculiar phraseology of Mr. Jefferson's letter, us quotedby Nicholas Diddle, and from him by Miss McAllister,though we have never been quite convinced.Indeed,
we have felt that the edifice could not have been a
corner house, and this leellng has arisen mainly Irum
the plain significance of some clauses in the letter
ahuded to. Hut now wo are happy to beabie positively
to Indicate a house, also "still standing," which was
built and occuplod by Mr. Graff (Graaf), and which is
unquestionably eutuled to our regard and veneration us
the house hallowed by the writing therein of the cer¬
tificate of our nation's birth.the only house which
fully and In every particular corresponds with Mr.
Jefferson's description.

JkrMCRSOX'M LITTKIl.
Ilefore citing the records let us glance briefly at thn

letter and consider the probabilities iu the light of thai
letter, recollecting Mr. Jefferson's characteristic habits
and mental peculiarities

MONTICKl.l.O, September in, 1H25.
Pkau Sir.It Is not for lue to estimate tlio Importance of

tho clrounutances concerniug which your letter of the Sth
makes inquiry. They prove, ereu in their minuteness,
the sucred attachments of our fellow citlsens to the dent of
which the paper ot July 4, 177U. wne hut the declaration,
the genuine elTuslon of the soul of our country at that thus.
Small things may. perhaps, like tho relics ol saints, help to
nourish our devotion to litis iioly bond of our b'uton, nnd
keep it longer alive and worm in our nflhstl. This SflSet
may give iiupoilance to circumstances, however small. At
toe tiuio of writinc that Instrument I lodged in the houae
ot u Mr. Oraaf, n new brick house, three stories hu:h.

irlor sblch 1 rented the second tloor, e'insisting of a parlor mid
bedroom, ready turn lulled. )ti that parlor 1 wrote aabtlu-
ally, and la it wrote this paper, particularly,
So far, 1 state front written proofs In my possession. The

proprietor. Ureal, tvaa a young man, son of a Herman, mid
then newly married. 1 think ho was it bricklayer, and that
bis hoiiao was on the south side of Market street, probably
between Seventh mid highlit streets, aud If not the only
house on thai part of tlio street, I am sure there were lew
others near it. 1 have some iden that it was a corner bouse,
hut no other recollections throwing any light on the quei-
lion or worth communication. I w ill, therefore, only add
assurance of my greut respect and esteem.

Til. JEFFERSON.
Dr. Jasks M cams, Philadelphia.
Observe."I think . . . that his bouse waa

on the south side ol Market street, probably between
Seventh and Eighth streets. * * * 1 have soma
idea that It was a corner house, bat no other rerolh-c-
tlons throwing any light on the question or worth
communirntiuu."

Mr. Jetlersou was habitually an early riser, bonsttug
that the sun bad not caught him in bed for half a

century. Had tho two rooms rented and occupied by htm
been In the corner bouse, with windows to the oast and
the fun pouring in each morning at Its rising, brlglil-
cuing them aud cheering hint w ith hie early beams,
would he buvo described the bouse as "probably be-
tween Sevouth and Eighth streets," and would lie have
tuoroly bad "sumo Idea that It was u corner house V"
besiuos, If the main door was at the side on Seventh
street, as intimated in tho paper before relerrod lo
[Monthly, vol. IV., p. 224], at which bo waa wont to
pass iu and out repeatedly every day, would not tlio
fact that the house was on the west side of Seventh
street have been inore tlxod In Mr. Jelferson's mind
than that it was on tho south side of Market street f
Thus wo had doubted beforo wo knew or thought of
the official records, which, as we have said, Mr. G. S.
S. Richards discovered and brought lo our notlco and
wbicb completely destroy all supposed claims of the
corner building, by showing certainly that there was
no house on the corner on the 24th of July, 1777.
more than a year subsequent to the writing of tho
Declaration.

CONFIRMATION HTKONU.
We need not cite the records of earlier date than

June 1st, 1776. When "Edmund Physick of the City of
Philadelphia lu the Province of Pennsylvania Esquire
and Abigail his wile" "Granted Bargained Sold Re-
leased aud Confirmed" uuto "Jacob Graff junr of tho
said City Bricklayer," "Ins heirs and assigns A Cer-
tain Lot or ptoce ot Ground situate lying aud being on
the South Side of High Street and on the West Side of
tho seventh street from delawnre in tbo city of Pliila-
dolphin aforesgld Containing in breadth on High Street
aforesaid thirty-two loot and in length or depth on tho
West Side ol Sevonth Street aforesaid One hundred
and twenty-four loot Hounded on the East by seventh
street nforesnld on the South by a Certain ton loot
Alley extending one hundred and four foot in depth
lrnm Seventh .Street aforesaid on the West by Ground
ol Hannah Flower and on the North by High Street
aforesaid." The consideration was "the payment ol
tho rent ana performance of the Covenants and agree¬
ments herein alter mentioned and reserved," and the
Deed provides for the collection of tho gronnd-rent by"dislreln," if not paid according to agreement.
On the 4th of July. 1777, Mr. Uralf sold the entire

property to Jacob Hiltxhcimer, yeoman. The descrip¬
tion In this deed ol the "Lot or piece ol ground" and
its boundaries is identical with that in the previous
deed, with the following addition:."And Whereas the
said Jacob UrafT bath erected a Ilrick Messuage or Tene¬
ment on the said described Lot or piece ot Ground."
The consideration this time was the payment of "One
thonsand seven hundred aud Seventy live Pounds
lawful Money ol Pennsylvania," beside the assump¬
tion of the (round rem. Mr. Hiltshelmer converted
the Drat floor of this "Urick Mossuage or Tenement"
into a store, and herein he "kept store" nutll his
death. In 1801. His success is attested by numerous
deeds showing the subsequent purchase ol properly In
various localities and by the (act that he built ou the
corner a "Brick Messuago or Tenement" to match bis
"Messuage or Store." On June 14, 1782, he bought of
Rainuel Flowers the adjoining lots on the south, add¬
ing thirty-tour lcot lo the depth of his entire property,
sod erected other houses.
At his death Jacob Hiltzheimer left two sons and

three daughters to Inherit a largo estate, but lell
no will, and Is docket No. 19 ol tho Orphans' Court
we llnd a full report of the petition, from which we
quote «o much as relates to too property under con¬
sideration:."Ono other equal fifth pari thereof In
value to wit, All thai three Story t enement or Store
and Lot or piece of Ground thereto belonging, marked
in the plan hereto nnnexed No. 2 situate on tho
south side of High Street, at the distauce of sixteen
foot eight inches Westward from Delaware Seventh
Street, in the said city containing In breadth Kast
and West fifteen feet and lour inehos and In length,
or depth North and South ninety leel bounded Kast-
ward by the Messuage aim Ground herein after al¬
lotted to Mnry Ko leers, Southward partly by a four
feet wido Alley and partly by ground herein alter
allotted to Catherine Cox,"Ac. This was part of the
ahsre allotted lo Thomas W. ililtzheimer. It will lie
observed that the original depth of 124 feet
had been reduced to muety feet, on tho lot
thus separated from the Seventh street front Mr.
Hillzbelmcr had built tho two story house which still
stands there. "Ono other like equal filth part thereof
in value lo wit all that three story Messuage or Ten¬
ement and I.ot or piece of ground thereto belonging,
marked In tbo aforesaid plan No. 1 situate ou tbe
south side of High street and West side of Delaware
Seventh Street in the said Ctly, containing in Breadth
east A west 10 let-l A 8 metes, and In length or
depth North and South SO feel Boanded westward by
the Store and Lot marked No. 2 here nixefore as¬
signed to Thomas W Hi.uhcttrier," Ac. This is part
ol the share allotted to Mary Rodg-rv

racrrs run eu sum
Now we see that the . rtci Mesaeeps or Tenement,"

erected and occupied by JaeeO «.rvif and sold by him
to Jacob Ililtzheimer. and by the utter converted into
a "Tenement or Store," .a which he successfully car¬
ried on business lor nearly a quarter of a century, was
allotted, at his death, to Tbomss W. Hilts-
hclmcr, Jacob's second son, while the corner
lot of 10 feet 8 Inches front, with a
"threo story Messuage or Tenement," erected
by Jae.-b Hlllxhcimer when his sucoesa In
the adjoining store had made its erection feasible, was
allotted to Mary Dodgers, bis secoud daughter. Thomas
W. lliltJhcuner evidently larked his father's business
qualities, lor scarcely had he been in possession ol tho
store etght nvinths when we llnd him s bankrupt and
hit property ilescr l>ed as "A Certain Thr o Blorv Mes¬
suage or Smrc and I mi or piece ol ground Situate on
the South fide of High Street. In the City of I'hlladol-
pluu Containing in breadth flllccn feet lour laches and
In length or depth Ninety leet Rounded Knstwurd by a
Hanui|tUd I.ot of Ground belonglog to llin said
Simon aralx," In the hands of assignees, Robert Krwin
and Hugh Roberts, by whom, March 20. 1H02, It was
aold to Simon Uraiz, who bad already acquired by
marriage the corner lot aud "messuage." "Illliz-
heunnr's Store" now became "Grats'a Slore," alter-
wards so famous.

IXCIMTKorKKTISl.il KVIORltCR,
Thus we have luconirovcrtiblo evidence that the

house now designated No. 7U2 Market street was, at
the time of tbe writing of the Declaration and for more
than a year aiterwards, the only building won ilia
thiriy-two fool lot at tbo sontliwe-t corner ol Market
and Seventh streets, and hence thai It was In this house
and not in the corner house Mr. Jefferson wrote the
Declaration.
And now let us sec how exactly this house, No. 702

Market street, Ills Mr. Jefferson's letterKlrsl, It was
the house of a Mr. Grant;" second, it was **a new

brick house, 'hreusiories high;" third, It was "on ilia
j' l," "between Seventh andsouth side of Market *ire'

K.ulitb streets;" fourth, II was "the only house on
tlmt part of the street," and 11 fill, there being no house
on the corner, and It being on lha corner lot, be could
reasonably "have an idea that it was a corner hoi|*«."
The diagram ol Mr. Hyman Grata, given by Mias

McAllister, uu doubt correctly exhibits the plan or No.
702 before the corner house was erected, as, the from
being a store, there mny well have been a m<1" entrance
to the dwelling io permit entrance and exit without
the necesi.ty of passing through the store.

SKILFUL SNEAK TH1STE&
About noon yesterday a brace of sneak thieves who

have of late been carrying on quite nn extensive bust-
ness In West Thirty filth street, sun ceded in entering
tho apartments oc< upled by Mrs. Denuy, on the third
floor oI No. 217 \Vest Thirty-filth sircot. They forced
open a trunk, and after ransacking it left, taking with
thi in a quautity of Jewelry valued at sevoml hundred
dollars.

LOHT HIS BOOTY.
An anknown thief stole a valise containing private

papers, ike properly of George Begbas, (rem the hall-
betway of No. 18 Wosl Washington piece yesterday,¦

seeing
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WIDENING BROADWAY.

Revival of the Tweed Scheme to
Fleece Property Owners.

MADISON AVENUE DOOMED,

A bill hu been introduced In tho Auernbly to widen
Broadway on the easterly side, from .Seventeenth
street to Twenty-second etruet. Tho first log« on reel
estate will amount to ) 1,000,000, aud then all the prop¬
erty beueQtod, or alleged to have been ben¬
efited. by the opening will bo lully taxed. The
next movement, it ia aaid, will be tho attempted paa-
sage of a bill to authorlzo one of tho railroad com¬
panies to lay en additional track along that part ol

Broadway up to and along Madison avenue. Tho friendi
ol tho bill aro working uctivoly for its immediate pas¬
sage, while ilio property owners along Broadway,
whom tbo members of tho Loglslalure seek to "bene¬
fit" against their will, strenuously oppose it. Early
in March the alarm was sounded among the holders of
roal estate on the proposed line of devastation, and let¬
ters wore sent to Albany to trace tho origin of tbo bilL
One of tho letters was answered as follows:.

Stats or New Yous, A.t-aant.r Chamber, I
ALBANY, March 23. 1K76. |

E. McljrrruK, Ksa
I?kak Sir.Your letter has .Ittat come to hand. I would

Inform you thai the I.ill to wliirh you refer waa drawn by me.
Tho propound improvement wai suggested to mo more than
a month ago, eud, alter mature deliberation. 1 introduced M,
considering it u very Draper measure. By thLt mall I aend
you two copiea ol the bill. 1 am, very reapertfully. youra, Ac..

UfcOKuK V. WlllTdON.
Tbo signer of tho abovo letter is a member of th«

Committee on Airuirs ot Cities and has a livery stablo
on Twenty sixth street, near l.oxington avenue. Thw
other inembers of tho committee aro Hamilton Fish,
Jr., chairman, and Messrs. 1'oahody, Ktlllan, Mc-

Groarty, .Smith or Itocbcsior. and Gugel. With the
letter of Assi-mblym.iu Wlntson came tho printed
copies of tho hill, winch Inivo created an impressloa
among the people that the reign of Twccdism is nol

over, because a bill, similar In character, was intro¬

duced during the last days of tho "ring," and when the
real estuto owners went to the State capital to oppOM
It they were greclod with tho Inquiry,

"uuw neon iioskt have you mtorotrrf"
When they replied, "Not a dollar," a general laugh
went up from the hungry lobbyists. Tho question ol
laying an iron track through Madison avenuo has been
discussed by the members of tho so-called Third House,
aud uuiess tho citizens of Now York take Iramediato
action to frustrate tho oflorls of tho railway lobbyists
It is morn than probable that Madison avenne will be
nisdo a feeder for Westward bound freight corpora¬
tions. Tho bill presented to tho Legislature ia aa

follows:.
Assembly bill No. 271, introduced March 13 187ft, by Mr.

Whitaoa, re ltd twine nnd referred to the Committee on
Affair, uf Cities, uml ordered printed. An act to alter Ilia
map or plan <>! the city of New York, and to carry tbe altera¬
tion Into rlfecl.

7 he people of the State of New York, represented in
Senate and Assembly. do enact a* follows:.
Skctiom I..Broadway, in the city of New YorE, between

Seventeenth and Twenty-second streets, shall be widened t«
the present width of said Broadway at the south side ot
Twenty-second street. The Comini.sloners ol Parke tliall,
within three month, after tho passage of this act, lay nut
that part of Broadway, and locate and e.labiiah the eaaterly
line thereof In audi manner that the atreet .hall be of the
width aburo mentioned. -Tbe aaid Commiaatonera .hail cauaa

duplicate certificate, tu be made nut and certified in such
manner as they may direct, defining aud describing the
en.torly line of the part of Broadway alorc.aid, aa located
aud i-.tablUhed by them ; and alau duplicate maps to be made
out and certified in the aamu man nor, allowing the width.,
courae. nnd boundaries of that part of Broadway as laid out
by tlieiu, and flic one of aacli certilloalea and one of aucb
maps ill the office of the Department of Public Worse in
the proper bureau thereol, and the others in tho office ot
tho Kegister of tho city and conuty or New Y'ork. and the
filing of .tich rnrtificntea and maps aa hereby provided shall
be final and conclusive aa to the exteut end boundaries ol
the .uid Improvement nnd the other matter* hereby re¬
quired to be dtvicrlbed and nliown therein and thereby. The
.aid part of Broadway a. laid out and eitabll.lied by the
¦aid Commissioner* .hall he a part of one of the .tresis ot
the city of New York, In like manner and with the aame
effect as if the aame had been to laid out aa a public street
on tho map or plan of tbe aaid city by the Comml.atouers
appointed in and by au act entitled "An act relative to Im¬
provements touching the laying out of streets and made in
tho clyr of New York, and for other purposes," pa* »ed April
3, leui. And all art* nnd part, of net* now in force relative
to opening, widening, closing laying out, grading, regulat¬
ing, sewering, paving nnd improving streets and avenue* In
the said city, .hall apply to that part of Broadway a. so laid
out, and to uli proceedings under this act, so far a* the earns
ere applicable, except aa hereinbefore or hereinafter pro¬
vided.
Hnc. 2..When the said commissioners shell have caused

tbe aaid certificates and maps to be prepared and filed as
above directed tie Corporation Counsel ia hereby authorised
aud required, tor and in behalf of the Mayor, Aldermen and
Comuioualtv of tbe city ot New York and lor public use. and
to Acquire title in tbelr name to tbe lands required to widen
Broauway in the manner described In said certificate, and
shown upon eaid iuupe, and for that pnrpoae to apply to the
Nunreuie Court at auy speeial tarn, thereof held in tbe Oral
judiclal district, for the appointment of three commissioner!
or ealimsl" and e..eaamrnt for such widening ot Broadway
and it .hall be the duty uf the Corporation Counsel to per*
form all necessary legal eervioea In tbe pro¬
ceedings authorised by thil act without any addi¬
tional compensation beyond the salary and allow¬
ance now provided by law. The commissioner,
.o appointed may assess any and all property which they
deem benefited by said improvement, end may assess upon
the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New
Y'nrk such pan of tne expense of widening Broadway, es

hereby authorised, aa in their opinion may be Juat and
equitable, provided that sneli assessment shall net exceed
In amount our-third of the total expeuaes of the .aid Im¬
provement : but this limitation .hall only apply to the se¬

ar*.maul to he made under the authority hereinafter given,
and are authorised and directed In their report to tbe Bu-
protue Court, which shell he made withiu six months alia,
their appointment, to designate the time for the actual
opening of that part of Broadway ao to be widened: and im¬
mediately after the expiration or the time so designated all
buildings and parte of bail Hug* on tbe line of said improve¬
ment shall be removed, and the said street shall be regn-
lated and graded by the department of the
city government having cognisance thereof. The said
commissioners shall make a just and equitable estimate end
assessment ot tbe lot* aud damage. If any, over and
above the benefit and advantage to tlie respective owners,
lessees, parties and persona respectively eutlllad unto or io-
terr.teil In the lands and premises required lor or affected
by the said proceeding*. Ail assessments or awards mad*
by the said commissioners to the Mayor. Alderman and
Commonalty of the city of New York shall be placed by tbe
Comptroller to tho credit of the sloElng fund of said city;
and any and all other awards shall be paid by btm to the
panic- entitled thereto.

Hue. H.'This act shall take effect Immediately.
The gentlmneo owning property or representing the

owner* on the west side ol Broadway, irom Seven¬
teenth street to Twenty-second street, and whose
names are given below, have Joined with thoeo owning
or representing the property of the eastern tide of
Broadway, and with tin in will earnestly contest the

{ passage of ttie bill:.West side, commencing at Seven¬
teenth street. It. (ioolot, Mr* Edwards. W.
JL Jackson, Mnturln Livingston, wood.
the Delsplslno estate, Bache Cuunrd, ostato ol
A. Arnold, It. Goelet, J. B. Dodd, estalo of Badoau,

| estate ol Stephen Whitney; K. L. Sclilelllin, estate of
Halstrad, Bradlsh Johnson, Mrs. Ulbeon, Mrs. Duyck-
uian, Jthdiard Mortimer, Uioluou W. field, executor,
and Amos R. Koo. Eastern side of Broadway.Kstate
of Kearney, which includes tho Park Theatre; J. R.
laturvnco; Mr. Trask, trustee; A. K. Kno, George W.
Pell. Mary Livingston, Goorgo Sloane, M. Better, R.
Goelet, Mrs. Maynsrd, T. N. Hoilistor, ea.ale of A.
Rridgeman, Alfred lirldgcman, K. Mclntyre, druggist;
nstutn ol Oswald Cainuiau, Daniel Kdgar, Frederick
Mariuand, Admiral Bailey, United Stales Navy, and
Daniel Parish. Tho following petition representing
thai interest wts lorwsrded to Albany last week and
presented to the Legislature by AaaomhiymM
Former
To TMK IIOVOIUSLB TUB LkCISLATVBS Of TBS STATS Of
Nrw Voas
Usntusmks.The undersigned, who are owners or other¬

wise interested in lots ufft-cird by the proposed widening of
Kr isdwsy oetnren herenteetli and Teeuty-second streets.
In the eily ol New Vork, respectfully show that they are op¬
posed IO and hereby remonstrate against surh widening fee
the following, nm-mir other reasons, namely;.
Brs-Tbst sin It it tended widening Is not required for the

public convenience.
,0.11*1 It is not desired by the owners Interested.
T.'hkI -It will entail Ittsvy assessincuts upon property pot

benefited thereby.
A'ourfA It will render the Iota on tho oast eldo of Broad¬

way too shallow for business purposes.
/(/'*-'t la Inuud that Broadway la wide enough at pres¬

ent 7.) leet for hnslness purpo.ee
I he uinlerslgned there lore eolicit that your honorable

ho ly may be pleased to reject and refuse to pass I he set la
question, snd any other of like effect, and your petitioners
will ever pruy, Ac.
That petition was signed by every real estate ownvr

on both sidos of Broadway between Seventeenth and
Twenty second street excepting four, who wore out of
town. Another intlifion, to tho samo effect, signed by
thn trade-men and occupants of the buildings Is la
active circulation, and will be sent to the Legislator*
within a few days. .»
The city m.tp shows tnat Broadway, at .Seventeenth

street, is seventy-live feet in width, and maintain#
that width until midway between Twentieth and
Twenty-first struct*, where it commenced to expand
In order to moat tho open ground at Madison square.
At the lower aide of Twenty-llrst strust Broadway it
seventy-eight foet three Inches In width; on the north
sidn or Twenty first street It Is eighty-five feet three
Inches In width. At the lower aide of Twenty eecoed
atrcet Broadway is 100 feet wide.
One third of the assessment can be placed upon thn

city, aud the other portion spread for and near along
thn already overburdened property in the central nan
upper portion of the city.

HANK KOIiBEU FOILED.
Yesterday afternoon a yonng men called at

the Commercial Bank, of Brooklyn, and
asked for n one hundred bill, offer-
iu.: in exchange therefor ten liven and one fifty dollar
bill. TV hen the teller, Mr. George W. Adams, pat
forward a one hundred dollar bill he naked to*
one that was more crisp, an he Mil he wished te
send It away. The teller, before MUtag out
anuthsr one hundred dollar MU. renumbers* the!
he had heard of a dodge of thai kind IMM idayed in
New York and be at once placed his hanadpee tt, any'
in.-. -'Yon're a i>< 1" Tho man then placed Mehenr.
on the ono hundred bill, which verted in two pleoee the
larger one remaining in the tetter's hands. The rogwa
ran out, saving be wonld "ffada^ware" with the teller.
The police behove

t


